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6 LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT  

6.1 INTRODUCTION  

6.1.1 Pegasus Group has prepared this Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) 
Technical Chapter in relation to the proposed construction, operation, maintenance and 
decommissioning of a ground mounted solar park and associated battery energy storage  
system with an intended design capacity of over 50MWp (megawatts peak) over an area 
of approximately 225 hectares. The development site is located to the east of Scunthorpe 
Steelworks. The assessment has been carried out by Chartered member of the Landscape 
Institute. 

6.1.2 The purpose of this LVIA is to review the development site and its surrounding 
context in order to describe and identify the relative level of effects arising as a result of 
the proposed development, in relation to: 

 the features and character of the local landscape; and 
 the visual amenity of people who view the development site. 

6.1.3 The judgements provided within the LVIA may then inform the planning balance to 
be carried out by the determining authority. 

6.1.4 The LVIA is supported by the following Figures: 

 Figure 6.1 Site Context 
 Figure 6.2 Topography 
 Figure 6.3 LVIA Viewpoints 
 Figure 6.4 Environmental Designations 
 Figure 6.5 Landscape Character Areas 
 Figure 6.6 Landscape Masterplan/Mitigation Plan 
 Figure 6.7 Exclusion Zone Reserved for Future Mitigation Planting, (if required) 

6.1.5 The LVIA is supported by the following Appendices: 

 Appendix 6.1 Assessment Criteria    (Document Ref 7.17 LC TA6.1).   
 Appendix 6.2 Assessment Viewpoint Photographs  (Document Ref 7.18 LC TA6.2).   
 Appendix 6.3 Viewpoint Assessment   (Document Ref 7.19 LC TA6.3).   
 Appendix 6.4 Photomontage Visualisations  (Document Ref 7.20 LC TA6.4).   
 Appendix 6.5 Detailed Landscape Proposals  (Document Ref 7.21 LC TA6.5).   

 

6.2 ASSESSMENT APPROACH 

Methodology  

6.2.1 In accordance with published guidance, landscape and visual effects are assessed 
separately, although the procedure for assessing each of these is closely linked. A clear 
distinction has been drawn between landscape and visual effects as described below: 

 Landscape effects relate to the effects of the proposals on the physical and other 
characteristics of the landscape as a resource in its own right and its resulting 
character and quality; 

 Visual effects relate to the effects on specific views experienced by visual 
receptors and on visual amenity more generally. 
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Assessment of Significance 

6.2.7 This LVIA takes the precautionary approach that all effects, unless stated otherwise, 
are assessed as adverse. The criteria used as guidance in assessing the significance of the 
effects of the development are outlined in Appendix 6.1 (Document Ref 7.17 LC TA6.1).   

Legislative and Policy Framework   

6.2.8 A full and detailed consideration of planning policy is contained in the accompanying 
Planning Statement. This section provides an overview of the planning policy framework 
relevant to the landscape and visual matters considered in this LVIA.  

6.2.9 At a national level The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF 2, 2018) sets out 
the priorities for planning in England and places significant emphasis on the presumption 
in favour of sustainable development. At a local level, the current development plan 
consists of the ‘North Lincolnshire Local Plan’ (adopted 2003) and the emerging documents 
of the Local Development Framework. 

National Planning Policy 

National Planning Policy Framework (February 2019) 

6.2.10 The NPPF sets out the Government’s national policy on land use planning in 
England. The primary principle of the NPPF is the presumption in favour of sustainable 
development, which is set out at Paragraph 10 as follows:  

“So that sustainable development is pursued in a positive way, at 
the heart of the Framework is a presumption in favour of 
sustainable development (paragraph 11).” 

6.2.11 “For plan-making this means that: 

a)  plans should positively seek opportunities to meet the development 
needs of their area, and be sufficiently flexible to adapt to rapid change;  

b)  strategic policies should, as a minimum, provide for objectively 
assessed needs for housing and other uses, as well as any needs that 
cannot be met within neighbouring areas, unless:  

i. the application of policies in this Framework that protect areas or 
assets of particular importance provides a strong reason for 
restricting the overall scale, type or distribution of development in 
the plan area; or  

ii. any adverse impacts of doing so would significantly and 
demonstrably outweigh the benefits, when assessed against the 
policies in this Framework taken as a whole.  

6.2.12  For decision-taking this means: 

c) approving development proposals that accord with an up-to-date 
development plan without delay; or  
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d) where there are no relevant development plan policies, or the policies 
which are most important for determining the application are out-of-
date, granting permission unless:  

i. the application of policies in this Framework that protect areas or 
assets of particular importance provides a clear reason for refusing 
the development proposed; or  

ii. any adverse impacts of doing so would significantly and 
demonstrably outweigh the benefits, when assessed against the 
policies in this Framework taken as a whole.” 

6.2.13 Section 12: Achieving well designed places - Paragraph 127 states that: 

“Planning policies and decisions should ensure that developments:  

a)  will function well and add to the overall quality of the area, not just 
for the short term but over the lifetime of the development;  

b)  are visually attractive as a result of good architecture, layout and 
appropriate and effective landscaping;  

c)  are sympathetic to local character and history, including the 
surrounding built environment and landscape setting, while not 
preventing or discouraging appropriate innovation or change (such as 
increased densities);  

d)  establish or maintain a strong sense of place, using the arrangement 
of streets, spaces, building types and materials to create attractive, 
welcoming and distinctive places to live, work and visit;  

e)  optimise the potential of the development site to accommodate and 
sustain an appropriate amount and mix of development (including green 
and other public space) and support local facilities and transport 
networks; and  

f) create places that are safe, inclusive and accessible and which 
promote health and well-being, with a high standard of amenity for 
existing and future users; and where crime and disorder, and the fear of 
crime, do not undermine the quality of life or community cohesion and 
resilience.” 

6.2.14 Section 15 Conserving and enhancing the natural environment - Paragraph 170 
states that the planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the 
natural and local environment by:  

“a)  protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, sites of biodiversity or 
geological value and soils (in a manner commensurate with their 
statutory status or identified quality in the development plan);  

b)  recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside, and 
the wider benefits from natural capital and ecosystem services –  

including the economic and other benefits of the best and most versatile 
agricultural land, and of trees and woodland;  
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c)  maintaining the character of the undeveloped coast, while improving 
public access to it where appropriate;  

d)  minimising impacts on and providing net gains for biodiversity, 
including by establishing coherent ecological networks that are more 
resilient to current and future pressures;  

e)  preventing new and existing development from contributing to, being 
put at unacceptable risk from, or being adversely affected by, 
unacceptable levels of soil, air, water or noise pollution or land 
instability. Development should, wherever possible, help to improve local 
environmental conditions such as air and water quality, taking into 
account relevant information such as river basin management plans; and  

f)  remediating and mitigating despoiled, degraded, derelict, 
contaminated and unstable land, where appropriate.” 

6.2.15 The Framework states at paragraph 171 that:  

‘Plans should: distinguish between the hierarchy of international, 
national and locally designated sites; allocate land with the least 
environmental or amenity value, where consistent with other policies in 
this Framework; take a strategic approach to maintaining and enhancing 
networks of habitats and green infrastructure; and plan for the 
enhancement of natural capital at a catchment or landscape scale across 
local authority boundaries.’ 

Planning Practice Guidance 

6.2.16 The Government has published online Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) which for 
the first time provides all planning practice guidance in one web-based resource. 

6.2.17 The PPG draws heavily on the NPPF and other relevant Planning Policy Guidance 
and also reiterates that Landscape Character Assessment should be used as a tool to help 
understand the character and local distinctiveness of the landscape and the features that 
give it a sense of place. 

Local Planning Policy 

North Lincolnshire Local Plan 

6.2.18 At a local level, the current development plan consists of the ‘North Lincolnshire 
Local Plan’ (adopted 2003) and the emerging documents of the Local Development 
Framework. Relevant policies with respect to landscape and visual matters include: 

 LC7 Landscape Protection 

 LC12 Protection of Trees, Woodland and Hedgerows 

 LC15 Landscape Enhancement 
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materials as the Solar Park is removed would result in a temporary moderate additional 
effect on the landscape character of the development site, over and above the permanent 
effects. There would also be an additional medium magnitude of change on views from the 
PROW network passing through the development site as a result of the decommissioning 
activities. 
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park, albeit that the effects of the fencing will be softened slightly by new native hedgerows 
planted adjacent to the path offset to allow wide grassy verges on both sides of the path. 

6.7.9 Aside from this footpath route, there would be no other significant effects on visual 
receptors arising from the proposals. 

Mitigation and Enhancement  

6.7.10 In order to reduce the likelihood of significant adverse landscape and visual effects, 
mitigation has been included within the design of the proposals. This included 
consideration of the location of the development site, which due to its location adjacent to 
woodland is screened from large parts of the landscape. 

6.7.11 In addition, the design of the proposals has also included for a series of landscape 
proposals which include the planting of new hedgerows along the security fences adjacent 
to the public right of way through the development site and the sowing of wildflower seed 
in the margins between the path and the hedges. 

Conclusion  

6.7.12 It is important to appreciate that some effect on landscape character and visual 
amenity is an inherent consequence of a new development of this type and scale. However, 
in this case, any potential for adverse effects is limited by existing vegetation as well as 
the topography of the landscape. As such, for a scheme of its scale the landscape and 
visual impacts arising are highly limited. Those limited effects which have been identified 
should therefore be balanced against the benefits of the proposed development. 

6.7.13 Table 6.67 provides a summary of the identified effects.   

 












